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dharmam pa^yafi sa bttddham pa^yatz^ He who has under-
stood the chain of causation has understood the inner mean-
ing of the Dharma, and he that has grasped the Dharma
has perceived the essence of Buddhahood.

If every change has a cause, and that cause again a cause,
is there then no ultimate unchangeable or first cause ? Re-
plies the Blessed One in Samyuttaka Nikayo : " If a man
should gather all the grasses and herbs, twigs and leaves of
this vast continent of India, and arrange them in heaps,
saying : This is my mother, this is the mother of my mother,
and so on, there would be no end seen to the mother of
mother of this man, even though 'he might reach the end of
all the grasses and herbs, twigs and leaves of this continent
of India. What is the reason of this ? Without beginning
and end is this world-process (samsdro)" There can be no-
first cause. In experience we find no absolute beginning.
We come across no change instituting a series of changes,
which has not itself been preceded by some other change.
The question of cause never even arises except where there
is change, and the cause demanded is always another change.
Hence, it is meaningless to speak of a first cause. Science
knows nothing of first causes. There is no branch of rational
investigation from which they can be inferred. Wherever
we find the existence of a first cause asserted, we find we
have reached a temporary limit to knowledge, or that we are
inferring something outside the limits of sense experience,.
where knowledge and inference are meaningless. As Prof.
A. Riehl says in his Philophische Kritici'smus^ (t a first cause
with which as a creative act the series of changes should have
begun originally, would be an uncaused change. The necessity
of conceiving every change as effect which has its cause in a
preceding change makes such an uncaused change absolutely
unthinkable."

Is there then no Psvara ? In a conversation with Anatha-
pindika the Blessed One argued the matter as follows. " If
the world had been made by Psvara, there should be no change
nor destruction, there should be no such a thing as sorrow or
calamity, as right or wrong, as all things, pure and impure,
must come from him. If sorrow and joy, love and hate,
which spring up in all conscious beings, be the work of